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Announcements: This Week’s Announcements  
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 PTC Product Focus  

Wildfire 
 
Coming soon from PTC is a fundamental shift in CAD performance that will let design engineers 
participate fully in creating IP (Intellectual Property) for, and collaborating with, all members of 
the product-development value chain. 
 
Key to this shift is a new technology that will be integrated with Pro/ENGINEER.  Called 
Wildfire, the technology consists of an array of software components that range from a 
standards-based Web browser to XML extensions integrated with PTC's Windchill architecture. 
 

Wildfire: The Link to the Value Chain 
 

Wildfire will connect the Pro/ENGINEER user to the product development value chain through 
the collaboration and IP-control strengths of PTC's Windchill-based applications.  These 
applications create an enterprise integration framework for bringing together product-
development information relevant to the enterprise and its various partners.  They also 
incorporate comprehensive data-access and management facilities, and include powerful 
collaboration modules for linking users both inside and outside the enterprise firewall. 
 
Today, for example, the PTC product family includes: 
 
PartsLink 
This is a powerful, standards-based collaboration portal where suppliers can publish catalogs of 
standard parts, and customers can use the catalog information for planning their assemblies. 
 
ProjectLink 
This forms a collaboration portal where larger groups of suppliers and customers can exchange 
the information required for highly customized applications.  Among other features, ProjectLink 
is compatible with models created via multi-vendor CAD authoring tools. 
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ProCOLLABORATE 
This is a collaboration portal that's free for Pro/ENGINEER users, and that lets them 
communicate via a shared Web space much the same as with ProjectLink. 
 
Through Wildfire, these and other applications will become fully integrated within the new 
Pro/ENGINEER browser interface.  Other PTC applications, coming in 2002, will include: 
 
 Design-to-order -- a dynamic collaboration portal that will be optimized for semi-custom, 

configured assemblies; 
 
 Web-based product data management -- a powerful PDM facility that will be accessible to 

members of the product value chain; 
 
 Service tracking -- a collaboration portal for tracking products after delivery, in the field.  

This will expedite routine maintenance and service, and it will generate valuable feedback to 
designers of subsequent-generation products. 

 
Wildfire: Gateway to Product Development 

Pro/ENGINEER users will recognize Wildfire the instant they launch Pro/ENGINEER 2002.  
They'll see a Wildfire browser integrated with Pro/ENGINEER's top-level user interface. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTC Email Newsletter June 27, 2002 Page 2 of 9 

 



But Wildfire will quickly take users beyond the browser and into PTC applications, which will 
now become integrated with Pro/ENGINEER. 
 
For instance, the Pro/ENGINEER user will be able to examine and exchange part and assembly 
files within the enterprise as well as with value chain members who are connected via Windchill, 
all without leaving Pro/ENGINEER 2002.  Or the user might want to look into PTC's workflow 
application to check on recent model updates. 
 

Wildfire: Strong Architectural Underpinnings 
 

What the user won't see, however, is Wildfire's tight, low-level integration with PTC's Windchill 
architecture.  Through this integration, Pro/ENGINEER will be able to make program-level calls 
that will streamline a number of user-intensive tasks. 
 
For example, Pro/ENGINEER users will now be able to initiate complex, multi-step data 
transfers simply by clicking on a hyperlink -- Wildfire and Windchill will do the rest.  This will 
work for downloading components from a supplier catalog via PartsLink, or exchanging 
assembly information with a partner through Pro/COLLABORATE. 
 
This integration will also give the Pro/ENGINEER user the ability to load and run plug-in 
software that will allow viewing native Pro/ENGINEER models directly from the Windchill 
database, and it will give the user powerful, value-chain-wide search and retrieve facilities. 
 
 

Wildfire: A New Potential for the Future 
 

By bringing together Pro/ENGINEER and Windchill, Wildfire gives enterprises a 
comprehensive tool set for addressing the challenges of product development in a distributed 
value-chain ecosystem. 
 
As design engineers, project managers, engineering vice presidents and CTOs know, the move to 
value-chain product development represents more than an incremental jump in competitive 
intensity.  It brings revolutionary change, and revolutionary challenges.  And it can be solved 
only by a CAD initiative, such as PTC's Wildfire, that's both deep-rooted and far ranging. 
 
For more information on Wildfire, please visit the PTC website by clicking here. 
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 Tip(s) of the Week  

Patterns : How to Create a Pattern w/ in a Pattern 
 

What if you wanted to create only one pattern feature that contains a pattern as well instead of 
having two pattern features?  We’ll look at two examples: 

a) Circular      b) Linear 
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ither you can select FEATURE  PATTERN or y
MB (Right-Mouse Button Pull-down) and select P
ou can then select Identical, Varying or General.  
lexibility. 

       
First let’s create our group pattern.  In 
this example, let’s say I want 3 holes 
together. 

• Select the angular dimension and 
enter a dimension increment 

• Select Done and enter how many 
instances (including) original you 
want.  In this case it’ll be 3. 

 
Now I also want 4 groups of these 3 
holes, possibly one in each quadrant. 

• Continue and select the angular 
dimension again for the second 
direction and enter a dimension 
increment of 900. 

• Select Done and enter how many 
instances (including) original you 
want.  In this case it’ll be 4. 
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First let’s create our group pattern.  In 
this example, let’s say I want 3 holes 
together. 

• Select a linear (let’s choose the x-
direction) dimension and enter a 
dimension increment 

• Select Done and enter how many 
instances (including) original you 
want.  In this case it’ll be 3. 

 
Now I also want 4 groups of these 3 
holes, possibly moving in an upward / 
leftward direction. 

• Continue and select the same 
linear dimension again for the 
second direction and enter a 
dimension increment. 

• Repeat and select the other linear 
dimension and enter a dimension 
increment 

• Select Done and enter how many 
instances (including) original you 
want.  In this case it’ll be 4. 



This will result in … 
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 Announcements  
 
Click on the poster to gain access to the Product First Virtual Event resource center!! See the 
software and pick up a screen-saver or two. 

 
 

 

 

Quality Function and Development (QFD) is a consulting engineering company.  
Using the Pro/ENGINEER software suite, we provide comprehensive, quality-
conscious product development and engineering design services to clients whose 
needs include 3D digital modelling, engineering, design and rapid prototyping. 
 
QFD is looking for new team members. We offer a competitive compensation 
package; exciting projects; excellent support services.  We are looking for skilled 
mechanical designers with substantial experience with Pro/ENGINEER software.   
 
You are: 
• A mechanical designer, mechanical engineer, or an EIT 
• Innovative, self-disciplined 
• Looking for constant challenges 
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You have: 
• Well-developed mechanical design and 3-D modelling skills 
• Design experience including plastics or castings, and  complex assemblies 
• Experience designing for both prototype and manufacturing  
• A genuine interest in problem solving and cost saving processes 
• And eye for detail and the ability to produce unambiguous drawings 
  
You can: 
• Work independently in a fast-paced environment 
• Think on your feet: interacting, creating, problem-solving 
 
You want: 
• To expand an already impressive skill set through formal and on-the-job training 
• To work for a young, rapidly-growing company on the leading edge of 

mechanical design 
 
Our clients are local and international corporate leaders in technological 
innovation—dynamic, progressive, and successful hi-tech, research, and 
manufacturing companies. 
 
Visit our website: www.qfd.bc.ca 
 
Response Information:  
 
Snail Mail: 
 
David Mochuk 
General Manager 
QFD Consultants Inc. 
#703-402 West Pender Street 
Vancouver, BC 
V6B 1T6 
 
Fax: 604-684-8151 
 
Email: quality@qfd.bc.ca (send either as an attachment, or as an ASCII text file, 
please) 
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Here is what Sigma S4 can provide: 

• Training in PTC's Simulation tools including static, thermal, kinematics and dynamics 
products. 

• Mentoring in PTC™s Pro/MECHANICA: Structure, Thermal, Motion, Design 
Animation Option (DAO), Mechanism Design Extension (MDX) and Mechanism 
Dynamics Option (MDO). 

• Engineering consulting results - from concept through manufacturing of a product's 
development process. 

• Virtual prototype results - to make sound engineering judgments on product validation as 
it's being developed. 

• Robust product development via optimization of parts and/or assemblies that meet 
engineering and/or marketing requirements. 

• Products faster time to market with better quality and in less time. 
 
 
 
E-PROFILES IS HERE!! 
We have been eagerly anticipating the debut of the new electronic version of Profiles Magazine 
and now it is here!  This new web site will supplement the print edition of the magazine and will 
provide new useful features not feasible with paper media.  e-Profiles will provide you with 
24x7, worldwide access to key information previously available exclusively in the print version.  
"Tips & Tricks," a popular feature pioneered by Pro/USER, has also moved to the web and will 
be expanded as the site matures.  Future plans include several foreign-language editions of 
Profiles for our many international readers. Currently, Profiles is printed in English and 
Japanese. 
 
Please take a few minutes to check out this new web site. We don't think you will be 
disappointed. 
 
http://profilesmagazine.com/ 
 
 
 
CAD-BASED Solutions Inc. Web-site 
Please click on the following link to see CAD-Based Solutions new web-site: 
 
http://www.cad-based.com/ 
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 Upcoming Events & Training Class Schedules  
 
Upcoming, 2002  Portland, OR, USA Pro/E Users Group Meeting 
Upcoming, 2002  Seattle, WA, USA Pro/E Users Group Meeting 
Upcoming, 2002  Vancouver, BC, Canada Pro/E Users Group Meeting 
Upcoming, 2003  Pro/USER International Conference 

http://www.prouser.org/ 
 

Please visit the PTC Education Services website for the latest training information 
including course descriptions, schedules, locations, and pricing. 
 

• Attend a course at any PTC Center and receive a free copy of Pro/E 2001 Student 
Edition! 

  
Call Richard Buckius @ 408-953-
8500 

San Jose, CA, USA Click Here for Course Schedules & 
Description 

Call Richard Buckius @ 408-953-
8500 

Vancouver, BC, Canada Click Here for Course Schedules & 
Description 

Call Terri Kartonchik @ 905-602-
4660 x256 

Oakville, ON, Canada Click Here for Course Schedules & 
Description 

Call Richard Buckius @ 408-953-
8500 

Bellevue, WA, USA Click Here for Course Schedules & 
Description 

Call Richard Buckius @ 408-953-
8500 

Portland, OR, USA Click Here for Course Schedules & 
Description 

 
PTC 

Suite 200 

1311 Howe Street 

Vancouver, BC 

V6Z-2P3 

Phone: 604-691-1758, 888-791-5511 (in Canada) 

 

Note: This PTC E-Newsletter will continue to be used for the following: 

1) Inform you on events in Western Canada, CA, OR, WA State related to PTC products (user groups, 
conferences, training schedules, etc.) 

2) Educate you on products that are available at PTC 

3) Tips & Techniques using PTC Products 

Note: These messages are compiled in the Vancouver, BC office and will be distributed via e-mail.  If you 
wish to subscribe, send an e-mail to jpeng@ptc.com and type SUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  If you wish to 
be removed from future mailings, type REMOVE in the subject line.  
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